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Railcar weight study.—The conferees en-

* courage FRA to conduct a study regarding

track and bridge requirements for handling

286.000-pound rail cars. as specified in the

House report.

RAILROAD REHABILITATION AND IMPROVEMENT
PROGCRAM

The conference agreement includes bill
language proposed by both the House and
Senate specifying that no new direct loans or
loan guarantee commitments can be made
using federal funds for the payment of any
credit premium amount during fiscal year
2000. No federal appropriation is required
since a non-federal infrastructure partner
may contribute the subsidy amount required
by the Credit Reform Act of 1990 in the form
of a credit risk premium. Once received.
statutorily established investigation charges
are immediately available for appraisals and
necessary determinations and findings.

NEXT GENERATION HICH-SPEED RAIL

The conference agreement provides
$27.200.000 for the next generation high-speed
rail program instead of $22.000.000 as pro-
posed by the House and $20.500,000 as pro-
posed by the Senate. The following table
summarizes the conference agreement by
budget activity:

Train control projects:

Illinois project ...............
Michigan project

$6.500.000
3.000.000

Alaska project ................ 5.000.000
Transportation safety re-
search alliance ............ $00.000
Non-electric locomotives:
Advanced locomotive .
propulsion system ... 4.000.000
Prototype locomotives ... 3.000.000
Grade crossings and inno-
vative technologies:
North Carolina sealed
corridor ... 400.000
Mitigating hazards ......... 2.500.000
Low-cost technologies ... 1.100.000
Track and structures ......... 1.200.000
Total ..ol 27.200.000

Rail-highway crossing hazard eliminations.—
Under section 1103 of TEA2l. an automatic
set-aside of $5.250.000 a year is emade avail-
able for the elimination of rail-highway
crossing hazards. A limited number of rail
corridors are eligible for these funds. Of
these set-aside funds. the following alloca-
tions are made:

North Carolina’s sealed corridor

initiative ... $750.000
High-speed rail corridor between
Washington, D.C. and Rich-
mond. VA ... 750,000
High-speed rail corridor between
Mobile. AL and New Orleans.
1,000.000
Along the Empire Corridor be-
tween Schenectady and New
York City. NY ..o, 500.000
High-speed rail corridor in Linn
and Multnomah counties, OR ... 500.000
Along the Stampede Pass. near
Yakima WA ... 750.000
State of Wisconsin sareas 750.000
Minneapolis/St. Paul to Chicago
COrridor ...t 250.000

Grade crossing safety. —FRA and the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) should
work with the states to identify the ten most
deadly crossings in each state and identify
ways that these crossings could be closed or
reconfigured to reduce the dangers. The con-
ferees believe that focusing on the most dan-
gerous crossings in each state would greatly
reduce the likelihood of fatal accidents. FRA
and FHWA shall identify those crossings and
the mitigations under consideration in a re-
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port to the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations by August 1. 2000.

In addition to these activities. FRA. in
conjunction with NHTSA and FHWA, should
initiate an evaluation assessing the costs.
benefits. and Impacts of state grade crossing
safety laws These evaluations shouid estab-
lish the basis for FRA to develop model state
laws to promote grade crossing safety.

ALASKA RAILROAD REHABILITATION

The conference  agreement  provides
310 000.000 for the Alaska Railroad instead of
$14.000 000 as proposed by the Senate. The
House bill contained no similar appropria-
tion. This funding should be used to continue
ongoing track rehabilitation.

RHODE ISLAND RAIL DEVELOPMENT

Total funding for the Rhode Island rail de-
velopment project i3 $10.000.000 as proposed
by both the House and the Senate. Language
has been included which directs’ that obliga-
tion of these funds 1s subject to authoriza-
tion of the program.

CAPITAL CRANTS TO THE NATIONAL RAILROAD

PASSENCER CORPORATION

The conference agreement provides
$571.000.000 for capital grants to the National
Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) as
proposed by the Senate instead of $570.976.000
as proposed by the House Bill language, as
proposed by the House. is retained that lim-
its the Secretary from obligating more than
$228.400.000 of the funding provided to the Na-
tional Railroad Passenger Corporation prior
to September 30. 2000. The Senate bill con-
tained no similar provision.

Vermont service. —The conferees direct Am-
trak to provide a report to the Appropria-
tions Committees on the capital costs nec-
essary to upgrade the rail line between
Hoosick Falls. New York and Burlington,
Vermont to passenglr rail standards no later
than November 30. 1998.

Fencing along the Northeast Corridor.—The
conferees recognize that Amtrak has made
progress in enhancing safety along the
tracks where high-speed rail will be oper-
ating. Amtrak should continue to work
closely with the Northeast Corridor commu-
nity. as well as state transit officials and
owners of the track. to identify danger spots
and install perimeter fencing along the Cor-
ridor. wherever needed. In particular. Am-
trak should continue to focus on increased
community coordination in urbanized areas
where there have been problems or commu-
nity concerns have been expressed. such as
Attleboro, Foxboro. Mansfield. and Sharon,
Massachusetts. Amtrak should make it a
high priority to ensure that the fencing im-
provements for these areas be completed be-
fore high-speed rail is operational.

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

The conference agreement provides
$60.000.000 for administrative expenses of the
Federal Transit Administration as proposed
by both the House and the Senate. Within
the total. the conference agreement appro-
priates $12.000.000 from the general fund and
$48.000.000 from the Highway Trust Fund. as
proposed by both the House and the. Senate.
The conference agreement provides that the
general fund appropriation shall be available
through September 30. 2000. as proposed by
the House.

The agreement includes a provision that
transfers $1.500.000 from funds made avail-
able for administrative expenses to the In-
spector General to reimburse costs associ-
ated with audit and financial reviews of
major transit projects. instead of $800.000
from project management oversight funds as
proposed by the House. The Senate bill pro-
posed that $9.000.000 from funds under this
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heading shall be used to reimburse the In-
spector General for costs associated with au-
dits and investigations of all transit-related
issues and systems.

Full-time equivalent (FTE) staff years.—The
conference agreement provides that the FTE
level in fiscal year 2000 shall not rise in ex-
cess of 485 FTE. the same level as provided in
fiscal year 1999. Additional staffing increases
may be considered by the House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations through the
regular reprogramming process.

nformation technology activities.—The con-
ferees have deleted funding requested for the
development of the human resources infor-
mation system (- 5200.000).

In addition. the conferees have deferred
consideration of several information rech-
nology activities (- $2.500.000). since the FTA
has not been able to inform the House and
Senate Committees on Appropriations in a
timely manner of the out-year financial re-
quirements to complete systems review. de-
velopment and acquisition. The House and
Senate Committees on Appropriations may
consider providing funds for these activities
through the regular reprogramming process.

Project management oversight reviews.—The
conferees agree that the FTA shall increase
its financial management oversight reviews
within the funds provided for section 23 ac-
tivities and direct the FTA to provide not
less than $4.500.000 for such financial man-
agement oversight activities in fiscal year
2000

Full funding grant agreements.—The con-
ference agreement includes a provision (sec.
347) that requires the FTA to notify the
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions as well as the House Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure and the
Senate Committee on Banking 60 days before
executing a full funding grant agreemenc. In
its notification to the House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations. the conferees
direct the FTA to include therein the fal-
lowing: (a) a copy of the proposed full fund-
ing grant agreement: (b) the total and an-
nual federal appropriations required for that
project: (c) yearly and total federal appro-
priations that can be reasonably planned or
anticipated for future FFGAs for each fiscal
year through 2003: (d) a detailed analysis of
annual commitments for current and antici-
pated FFGAs against the program authoriza-
tion: and (e) a financial analysis of the
project’s cost and sponsor's ability to fi-
nance. which shall be conducted by an inde-
pendent examiner and shall include an as-
sessment of the capital cost estimate and the
finance plan: the source and security of all
public- and private-sector financial instru-
ments, the project’s operating plan which
enumerates the project’'s future revenue and
ridership forecasts. and planned contin-
gencies and risks associated with the
project.

e conferees also direct the FTA to in-
form the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations before approving scope
changes in any full funding grant agreement.
When submitting such notification to the
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions, the FTA shall include a finance pian
that details how the project sponsor shall fi-
nance the costs to complete the revised

prgilgct. )
A is directed to enter into full funding
grant agreements only when there are no
outstanding issues which would have a mate-
rial effect on the estimated cost of the
project or on the local financial commitment
to complete the project under the terms of
the agreement. Areas which FTA should con-
sider in ensuring that this condition is met
include: the degree bf certainty. and any re-
maining risks in, capital cost estimates and
the availability of adequate contingency
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. 400 Seventh St, S.W.

g m Washingion, 0.C. 20590

Federal Railroad
Administration

FEB 18 2000

The Honorable Leon S. Kenison

Commissioner
New Hampshire Department of Transportanon

P.0. Box 483
Concord, New Hampshire 03302

Dear Mr. Kenison:

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
have been directed by Congress to work with the states to identify the “ten most deadly crossings
in each state” and identify ways in which these crossings can be closed or reconfigured to reduce
the dangers. This directive was initiated through the Conference Committee Report on U.S.

Department of Transportation Appropriations for FY 2000.

The conferees believe that focusing on the most dangerous crossings in cach state would greatly
reduce the likelihood of fatal collisions. A report must be submitted to the House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations by August 1, 2000. In order to complete the report, FRA and
FHWA need the assistance of the states in updating information to be used to identify these
crossings. ,

We are sending a packet of information that will assist us in this effort to your state’s designated
Highway-Rail Crossing Program (Section 130) and Association of American
Railroad/Department of Transportation (DOT) Crossing Inventory contacts. The packet contains

the following:

A list identifying the thirty crossings in your state with the highest FRA Fatal
. Accident Prediction values

A one page DOT Inventory Report for each crossing on the list showing the

current inventory information

Since many inventory reports have not been updated for several years, it is important that the
information on each crossing be correct in order for the list to be accurate. Therefore, you are

asked to please have the following tasks accomplished:

Review the accident prediction list and the inventory reports to ensure that the

information is current and accurate.
2. Make any needed corrections directly onto the enclosed inventory reports.
3 If your state would like to provide a list of those ten crossings which it believes

1.



has the greatest potential for a fatal collision, provide FRA with the list and with
the current inventory records for those crossings. We will include those crossings

in our report.
4. Return all materials to FRA within 30 days of receiving them.

After the updated information is returned, FRA will re-run the Fatal Accident Prediction list and
provide you with a copy. If updated inventory information is not received, we will proceed with
the study using the information currently in the inventory. FRA’s Crossing and Trespasser
Regional Manager and FHWA'’s Division Safety Engineer for your state will discuss with your
designated Section 130 contact ways to mitigate the hazards at each crossing cither through
closure or other alteratives. A report will be prepared identifying the ten crossings with the
highest fatal accident prediction values according to the FRA formula. Proposed mitigation
methods and estimated costs will be compiled. If your state provided additional crossings to be
included, these crossings and mitigation efforts will also be included. -
We anticipate this information will be used by Congress to identify appropriate mitigation
measures and the potential costs associated with any recommended corrective measures. The
information you provide will be essential in this effort. Your partnership will help provide a
report that will be very valuable. .

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Mr. Greg Harshaw, Acting Staff
Director, FRA’s Highway-Rail Crossing and Trespasser Division at (202) 493-6288. Thank you
in advance for your cooperation.

George A. Gavalla Vin€ent F. Schimmoller
Associate Administrator for Safety Program Manager, Infrastructure
Federal Railroad Administration Federal Highway Administration
Enclosures |

cc:  State Section 130 Contact
State Crossing Inventory Contact
FRA Regional Administrator -
FHWA Division Safety Engineer
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“(k) NATIONAL HIGHWAY-RAIL CROSSING INVENTORY.~(1)
Mandatory Initial Reporting of Crossing Information.—No later than September
30,2001, each State shall-

“(A) report to the Secretary of Transportation certain information,
as specified by the Secretary by rule or order issued after notice and
opportunity for public comment or by guidelines, concerning each

highway-rail crossing located within its borders; or
#(B) otherwise ensure that the information has been reported to the

Secretary by that date.
“(2) Mandatory Periodic Updating of Crossing Information.— On a

~ periodic basis beginning no later than September 30, 2003, and not less often than
September 30 of every third year thereafter, or as otherwise specified by the
Secretary of Transportation by rule or order issued after notice and opportunity
for public comment or by guidelines, each State shall:

“(A) report to the Secretary certain current information, as
determined by the Secretary by rule or order issued after notice and
opportunity for public comment or by guidelines, concerning each
highway-rail crossing located within its borders; or

“(B) otherwise ensure that the information has been reported to the
Secretary by that date.

“(3) Definitions.—In this subsection-

“(A) ‘highway-rail crossing’ means a location where a public
highway, road, street, or private roadway, including associated sidewalks
and pathways, crosses one or more railroad tracks either at grade or grade
separated.

“(B) ‘State’ means a State of the United States, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, and the Virgin Islands.”. ‘ |
(d) TABLE OF SECTIONS AMENDMENT.-The table of sections for

chapter 1 of title 23, United States Code, is amended by striking the existing item

for section 130 and substituting:

“130. Highway-rail crossings.”.
(e) CIVIL PENALTIES.—(1) Section 21301(a)(1) is amended—



(A) by striking the period at the end of the first sentence and substituting

“or with section 20155"; and
(B) in the second sentence, by inserting “or violating section 20155"

between “chapter 201" and “is liable”.
(2) Section 21301(a)(2) is amended by inserting after the first sentence the
following: “The Secretary shail subject a person to a civil penalty for a violation

of section 20155 of this title”.

TITLE VI-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

SEC. 601. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS REGARDING ADJUSTMENT OF
CIVIL PENALTIES FOR INFLATION.

(a) CHAPTER 201 GENERAL VIOLATIONS.~In section 21301(a)(2), as
amended by this Act, insert after “$10,000"” and after “$20,000" the following: “or
such other amount to which the stated maximum penalty is adjusted if.required
by the Federal Civil Penalties Inflation Adjustment Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-

410,28 US.C. 2461 note)".
(b) CHAPTER 201 ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT VIOLATIONS AND

CHAPTER 203-209 VIOLATIONS.—In section 21302(a)(2), as amended by this
Act, insert after “$10,000" and after “$20,000" the following: “or such other
amount to which the stated maximum penalty is adjusted if required by the
Federal Civil Penalties Inflation Adjustment Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-410, 28
U.S.C. 2461 note)". |

(c) CHAPTER 211 VIOLATIONS.—In section 21303(a)(2), as amended by
this Act, insert after “$10,000" and after “$20,000" the following: “or such other
amount to which the stated maximum penalty is adjusted if required by the
Federal Civil Penalties Inflation Adjustment Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-410, 28
U.S.C. 2461 note)".
SEC. 602. REVISION OF SPECIAL PREEMPTION PROVISION.

Section 711 of the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (section 797j of
title 45, United States Code), is revised to read as follows:

“SEC. 711. No State may continue in force any law, rule, feéulation,

order, or standard adopted before the date of enactment of the Federal
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Federol Railroad
Admnistration

The Honorable David M. Laney
Chairman

Texas Department of Transportation
125East 11" Street

Austin, Texas 78701-2483

Dear Mr. Laney:

As indicated in the letter from Mr. Vincent Schimmoller and myself dated February 18, 2000, the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) have
been directed by Congress to work with the states to identify the “ten most deadly crossings in
each state’”” and identify ways in which these crossings can be closed or reconfigured to reduce
the dangers. This directive was initiated through the Conference Committee Report on U.S.
Department of Transportation Appropnations for FY 2000. You previously were provided with

a list of the thirty crossings that our records indicated had the highest probability of having a fatal
collision according to the U.S. D.O.T. Fatal Accident Prediction formula. Many states provided
updated crossing inventory information to FRA, and some states included addmonal crossings to

be included in the study.

You will find enclosed a listing of the ten crossings that have been identified as having the
highest fatal accident probability in your state which will be included in our study. If your state
provided updated inventory information, this listing reflects the changes you have noted. FRA's
Crossing and Trespasser Regional Manager and FHWA’s Division Safety Engineer for you state
will be contacting your staff shortly to discuss ways to mitigate the hazards at each crossing
either through closure or other alternatives. A report will be prepared identifying the ten
crossings with the highest fatal accident prediction values according to the FRA formula.
Proposed mitigation methods and estimated costs will be compiled. If your state provided
additional crossings to be included, these crossings and mitigation efforts will also be included.

Specifically, the following information for each crossing will be needed:

. Type of mitigation proposed (closure, relocation, separation, wamning device
upgrades, Traffic channelization, etc.)

. Brief description of the proposed mitigation

. Rough cost estimate for the proposed mitigation

. If not proposed, provide a brief explanation why the following were not

recommended: closure, separation, and relocation.



2

This information will be included in a report for each crossing studied. You will find enclosed a
sample copy of the report format. If you have any questions concerning this matter, please
contact Mr. Greg Harshaw, Staff Director, FRA's Hnghway-Raxl Crossing and Trespasser

Division at (202) 493-6288.

Your participation in this effort will provide valuable input to the study. We look forward to
working with you in the near future on this study.

Sincerely,

ﬁMQ M

George A. Gavalla
Associate Administrator of Safety

Enclosures

cc: State Section 130 Contact
State Crossing Inventory Contact
FRA Regional Administrator
FHWA Division Safety Engineer
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